APPENDIX A

CHESHIRE EAST BOROUGH COUNGIL (CONGLETON) Z0NE
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CHESHIRE EAST BOROUGH COUNCGIL (CONGLETON ZONE)

HACKNEY CARRIAGE - SCALE OF FARES
WITH EFEECT FROM 14" June 2011

1. Mileage
If the distance does not exceed 1,760 yards or part thereof £2.90
For the second mile and further miles (metered in units
for each 176 yards or part thereof} £2.00
2. Waiting fime £26.40 per hour
3. Soilage charge £44.00
4, Extra charges
() (i) For hiring begun between 11.30 pm and 7.00 am Time and one haif
(in Sundays and Bank Holidays Time and one half
{0) Christmas Eve -~ 7.00 am 10 6.00 pm Ordinary fime
6.00 pm to 12 midnight Time and one half
Christmas Day - 0.00 am to 7 a.m. on Boxing Day Double time
New Year's Eve - 7.00 am to 6.00 pm Ordinary time
6.00 pm to 12 midnight Time and one haif
New Year's Day - 0.00 am (1* January)
t0 7.00 am (2™ January) Double time

Any comment about the Taxi or Driver should be sent in writing fo Licensing Depariment, Westfields, Middlewich Road,
Sandbach, Cheshire. CW11 1HZ, quoting either the Registration number of Plate number of the taxi or Drivers’ badge.
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CREWE and NANTWICH ZONE

NANTWICH ZONE OF CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL.

FARES FOR DISTANCE
(1) MILEAGE
TARIFF 1 £
i DAY RATE (7am to 9pm)
it The first 176 yards 2.40
iii Subsequent 176 yards 0.20
iv Waiting time

Fach minute (or part of) : 0.33
TARIFF 2 £
v NIGHT RATE (9pm fo 7Tam}

ALL SUNDAYS
vi The first 160 yards 2.40
i Subsequent 160 yards 0.20
vili Waiting time

Each minute {or part of) 0.33
TARIFF 3 £
ix ALL BANK HOLIDAYS (midnight to midnight)

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR (from 6pm 24th December
to 8am 27th December and from 6pm 31st December
to 8am 2Znd January) '

X The first 135.38 vards 3.50
xi Subsequeret 135,38 vards 0.20
i Waiting time

Each minute {or part of) : 0.33
{2) EXTRA CHARGES £
xiil Per person {over one) . 0.33
Xiv Seiling Charge 44.00

(3) VALUE ADDED TAX

Xv The above tariff is inclusive of VAT where applicable

Tariffs effective from 14th June 2011

.
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Cheshire East
Council %

TARIFF OF CHARGES FOR THE HIRE OF HACKNEY CARRIAGES IN THE CREWE and
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APPENDIX D

TROM LICENSING COMMITTEE REPGRT (¥ March 2011)

authorities; and (3) That local authorities should be encouraged to look at
ways of encouraging fair competition on taxi services where appropriate.

10.2.7 The Government's response to the OFT report was published in March 2004,
The Government did not accept the principle recornmendation of the OFT (i.e.
that local licensing authorities” power to restrict the number of taxi licences
they issue should be repealed), taking the view that local authorities should
confinue to be responsible for making decisions about whether or not to
control taxi numbers in their respective areas. However, the Government
conveyed its belief that, in general terms, quantity restrictions were unlikely to
be in the best interests of consumers. Local licensing authorities that imposed
quantity controls were asked to review their policies with particular emphasis
on benefits for consumers.

10.2.8 Paragraphs 45 to 51 of Guidance set out the recommendations of central
government's in relation to quantity restrictions of taxi licences outside
London. Paragraph 47 sfates:

Most local licensing authorities do not impose quantity restrictions; the
Department regards that as best practice. Where restrictions are imposed, the
Department would urge that the matter should be regularly reconsidered. The
Department further urges that the issue to be addressed first in each
reconsideration is whether the resfrictions should continue at all. It is
suggested that the malter should be approached in the interests of the
fravelling public — that is to say, the people who use faxi services. What
benefits or disadvantages arise for them as a result of the continuation of the
controls; and what benefits or disadvantages would result for the public if the
controls were removed? Is there evidence that removal of the confrols would
result in a deterioration in the amount or quality of taxi service provision?

10.2.9 The Licensing Committee may recommend to the Cabinet Member for Safer
& Stronger Communities one {or a combination) of the following options:

(a) that a formal consultation is undertaken in relation to the removal of the
existing quantity restriction within zone 1 (Congleton zone);

(b) that the current position of ‘de-limitation’ within either zone 2 {Crewe &
Nantwich) or zone 3 (Macclesfield) is maintained;

(c) that an unmet demand survey is commissioned in one, two or all of the
hackney carriage zones.

10.3 Table of Fares (‘Tariffs’)

10.3.1 As Members are aware, local authorities have the power, under section 65 of
the 1976 Act, to set the ‘table of fares’ which apply to hackney carriage
vehicles. As previously reported, due to the fact that the licensing of hackney
carriages within Cheshire East remains on a zoned basis, it is not possible at
present to set a ‘table of fares’ or ‘tariff which relates to the Borough as a
whole and tariffs must still be set for each individual zone.



10.3.2 The tariffs which are currently in operation came into force within the areas of

the predecessor district Councils during the course of 2008 (Congleton ~ 1
April 2008; Crewe & Nantwich — 29 September 2008; and Macclesfield — 16
April 2008). Copies of the existing tariffs are set out within appendices A, B &
C of Appendix 1 to this report. The table below summarises the fares in a
manner which allows a simple comparison to be made between the existing
provisions:

ZONE 1 ZONE 2 ZONE 3
Congleton Crewe & Nanfwich Macclesfield
Flag drop £2.60 £2.20 £2.60
{up to first 1,760 vards) (first 200 vards) (first 1,466.69 yards)
First mile £2.60 £3.80 £3.00
Two miles £4.40 £5.60 £4.80

10.3.3 The consultation document asked consultees to comment in response to the

following questions: (a) what are your views on how the differing tariffs should
be brought info fine?; and (b) whether or not the tariffs can or should be
standardised across Cheshire Easl, what are your views on the current table
of fares?

10.3.4 Whilst the majority of consuliees support the principle of standardising the

tariffs across the three zones, a number of consuliees suggest that the
differentiation befween the tariffs are too great to be harmonised and express
concerns about the impact on trade/consumers in the zones where the
existing fares are lowest.

10.3.5 As can be seen within the table at Appendix 2, a number of the consultation

responses include proposals in relation to amended tariffs. For ease of
comparison, details of these proposals are set out alongside the existing
tariffs within the table at Appendix 3.

10.3.6 Paragraph 52 of the Department of Transport Best Practice Guidance states

that fare scales should be designed with a view to practicality and that it is
seen as good practice to “review the fare scales at regular intervals, including
any graduation of the fare scale by time of day or day of the week.” The
paragraph continues “The Department also suggests that in reviewing fares
authorities should pay particular regards to the needs of the travelling public,
with reference both to what it is reasonable to expect people to pay but also
so the need to give taxi drivers sufficient incentive to provide a service when it
is needed. There may well be a case for higher fares at times of higher
demand.” Members will also note the content of paragraphs 53 and 54 of the
Guidance in relation to downward negotiation of fares between passengers
and drivers.



10.3.7 The options which are available in relation to the future of tariffs are as
follows:

(a) to harmonise each of the tariffs to one of the existing tariffs;
(b) to harmonise each of the tariffs to a new level

(c) to separately vary each of the existing tariffs; or

(d) not to vary the existing tariffs.

10.3.8 Subject to the above, the Committee is requested to formulate proposals in
refation to the variation to the table of fares in each of the three hackney
carriage zones within the Borough and to authorise the Borough Solicitor, or
an officer acting on her behalf, to publish notice of the proposals, making
provision for any objections to be submitted within the statutory consultation
period of fourteen days. As Members will note the consultation responses
suggest a number of different approaches fo tariffs, however these are not the
only options available and Members have the discretion to consider differing
fare structures. '

10.4 Hackney carriage vehicle conditions

10.4.1 The existing vehicle conditions within the three zones are set out within
appendices D, E & F of the consultation document at Appendix 1 to this
report. As Members will note, there are differences between the conditions as
they relate to matters such as the acceptable vehicle specification and
frequency of testing. The consultation document asked the following
questions in relation to existing terms and conditions: "Which of the conditions
do you think should be retained? Which do you think should be abolished or
changed? Please provide reasons for your responses fo this question.”

10.4.2 The responses received appear to be broadly supportive of the harmonisation
of vehicle conditions across each of the three zones. The responses received
do make certain specific suggestions in relation to an amended set of vehicle
conditions. If Members are minded, subject to consultation, to approve
amendments to the hackney carriage vehicle conditions in each of the zones,
the following conditions may be considered in order to address the points
raised within the consuliation responses.

10.4.3 Vehicle specification

The representatives of the Association have suggested the vehicle
specification in relation to private hire vehicles within Cheshire East be
adopted in relation to hackney carriages, with the addition of a requirement
that all new hackney carriage vehicles must be wheelchair accessible {to Ml
specification) (whilst all existing saloon cars would have the benefit of
‘grandfather rights.’).

A copy of the Council’s existing Private Hire Vehicle conditions are attached
as Appendix 5.
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